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You are invited to a public meeting at 7.30 pm on 24 February 2022 

 

 

COMMUNITY REGENERATION OF CHERRY ORCHARD AND LOWER 
ADDISCOMBE ROAD (Leslie Junction area)  

 

Date: 24 February 2022 

Time: 7.30 pm 

Venue:  Nazarene Church Hall,  55 Lower Addiscombe Road,  CR0 
6PQ 

 

 

AGENDA 

Introduction by Oval Road resident,  Max Kenna 

Presentation of plans:  Croydon architects Richard Mullins and Gita 
Deb 

The way forward:  Councillor Sean Fitzsimons 

Discussion 
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Background 

In the discussion just before the end of the ECCO AGM on 27 July last year,  residents 
expressed a number of frustrations about the changes in the area over the last 20-30 
years,  and sought now to reap some rewards for COLAR (our acronym for Cherry 
Orchard and Lower Addiscombe Roads).     

In the last three months Addiscombe West councillors and some local residents,  
including well-known local architects Richard Mullins and Gita Deb,  have been 
meeting to begin to identify of how a regenerated COLAR might look.   We seek to 
influence what goes into the Croydon Local Plan which will guide Council planners in 
decision-making probably for at least the rest of this decade. 

Richard and Gita have prepared and will show some superb  drawings at the meeting.   
This is the beginning of a community-based campaign,  not the end.   We hope that the 
project will inspire great local interest,  and we welcome interested residents to 
clamber aboard the campaign bandwagon.    It is of course politically non-partisan 
and residents of all political convictions and none are welcome. 

 

Some initial campaign objectives   

 East Croydon Transformation Plan – its scope needs to include the CORAL area 

CORAL/Leslie Arms Junction Public Realm Transformation – it should be 
transformed,  with reclamation of road space for pedestrians and cyclists,  and 
breaking down the physical barriers which separate the communities which live 
north or south of the junction,  and provision of an infrastructure which supports 
transformation into a safe but vibrant local community 

CORAL should be a Local Centre rather than a Neighbourhood Centre - It has a 
large number of shops, restaurants and businesses, more than many other 
proposed borough Local Centres. 

Retention of community shops,   pubs, restaurants and local services 

Getting safer Cycling Routes from East Croydon Station and creating better links 
to the wider network 

Acceptable maximum heights to be set for buildings 

Retention of employment – communities need local employment opportunities 
as well as homes,  with replacement office buildings to be Grade A standard 
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